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U.S. Rep. Mark Kirk on Monday called for the Food and Drug Administration to improve the
government's safety net to keep mercury-contaminated seafood out of supermarkets.

  

Citing this week's Tribune investigation of the lack of government action on the toxic metal, the
Illinois Republican also urged the FDA to adopt more thorough mercury advisories to help
consumers make informed decisions about the fish they eat.

  

"We need the FDA to do more to protect American consumers from mercury poisoning from
fish," Kirk wrote in a letter asking colleagues in the U.S. House to join his efforts.

  

Kirk sent similar letters to Andrew von Eschenbach, the acting FDA commissioner, and Mike
Leavitt, secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, which oversees the
food-safety agency.

  

The congressman noted that the Tribune's testing found high levels of mercury in walleye
bought from grocery stores throughout the Chicago area. The levels were so high in some
tested samples of walleye, swordfish and orange roughy that the fish could have been
confiscated for violating U.S. safety limits.

  

FDA officials have said they have no plans to start seizing contaminated fish or to re-evaluate
the agency's mercury limit for seafood, which is one of the weakest in the Western world.
Instead, the agency's main strategy has been to issue warnings, though those advisories have
been criticized as inadequate.

  

Kirk said he will file legislation to force the FDA to act if it doesn't do so on its own.
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